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THC MAGAZINE OF BUILDING 

PUBLISHER'S NOTE-THE FUTURE OF FORUM 

As many of our readers h ave already leamed, the September 
ìssue of FORUM is to be its last. It was a decision most re
luctantly taken. Since announcing it, we have received a great 
many Ietters and telegrams deploring the news, asking ques
tions, pleading for a reversal, and expressù1g a sense of loss. 

W e share the feeling of loss and regret . Our concern-Time 
lnc.'s concern-with the fìeld of architecture and building is 
longstanding, and it will not din1inish now. When we took 
over ARCHITECTURAL FoRUM in the midst of the depression, 
Henry R. Luce assigned it a challenging mission: " to bring 
togeilier around the centrai art and science of architecture ali 
the major influences which will build America in the decades 
ahead.'' That mission was later extended to tl,e city itself-to 
urban renewal, city planning, the public environment. 

How well we have succeeded in our task is apparent in the 
a ppreciative Ietters we are now getting ( a selection will be 
published in the next issue) , in the awards we have won, and 
in the circulation we have reached-an ali-time high of 64,000. 
But, alas, editorial performance and prestige have not brought 
financial good health. 

As Mr. Luce put it in a letter last week to one of the 
nation's Ieading architects : "FoRUM has served an important 
purpose for more than three decades, and we have not required 
that it show a real profit. Unfortunately, despite tl,e best 
efforts of many knowledgeable people, its Josses have increased 
to the point where its continuance in its present form cannot 

be j ustified." 
In many years of seeking a formula for FORUM to sustain 

itself, a greal dea! of thought has been given to its purpose 
and to its audience. ( One formu la we have not considered is 
to lower its standards.) FORUM has sought to unite three groups 
of readers- the professional architecls, engineers, and designers; 
the contractors; and the client-owner-finance groups. This 
concept of a three-way interplay within the building industry 
answered to logie and experience, but it required FORUM to 
seek and maintain a volume of circulation which advertisers 
would not buy in suflìcient amounts lo give FoRUM a profit. 
In effecl, Time Inc. has subsidized FORUM for more than 30 

years. 
Perhaps one of FoRuM's insuperable di!Tìcultics has bcen 

thaL the cosl structure of a small magazine within a large 
publishing enterprise tends to move up to the stanclards set 
by thc big, broad-a udienee magazincs, so that the us~al _ad
vantages of size beeome clisaclvantages lo a small publ 1cat10n. 

This has becn true for us. 
Jn searching out and eneouraging bettcr architccturc and 
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